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Cyclops. Storm. Nightcrawler. Wolverine. Colossus. Children of the atom, students of Charles Xavier, MUTANTS 
— feared and hated by the world they have sworn to protect. These are the STRANGEST heroes of all! 


Si a HEGUNCAINNG » xcs EIN 0 


OUR STORY OPENS IN A SUB- BASEMENT THE MASKED, UNIFORMED MEN WITH 
FAR BELOW NEW YORK'S LEGENOARY fe THE GUNS ARE PART OF AN ELITE 
MELLFIRE CLUB. g oo MERCENARY CADRE EMPLOYED BY THE 
: 2 mm ULTRA -SECRET INNER CIRCLE OF 
THAT CLUB. THEY'RE KILLERS, PURE 
ANDO _SIMPLE-~ BELIEVED TO BE THE 
BEST IN THE WORLD. 


MAN, THIS I SILLY., 
WE BEEN SEARCHIN 
THESE BASEMENTS 
FOR OVER AN HOUR, 
HUNTIN’ A MUTIE 
WHO'S PROB'LY DEAD. 


WOLVERINE 
WENT INTO A 
STORM SEWER, 

RIGHT 7* IT WAS 
LIKE A FLASH FLOOD 
OOWN THERE. IF 
THE FALL DIDN'T 
KILL_ HIM, THE 
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*AS WE ALL 
SAW AT THE 
END OF LAST 
ISH -- (Jim. 


WE'RE 
WASTIN’ 
OUR TIME. 
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AN' EVEN IF HE DID THERE AIN'T NO PIPES IN 
URVIVE -- SO WHAT 2! HERE -~ HOW COME Fee REN Oe USeRATE 
Malate, i Get &. Lean 2 % DEADLY SPEED. i 


BD ANGELO -- 
HE'S COMING’ 
FOR You! 


So 
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WOLVERINE NEVER 
STOPS, NEVER SLOWS, bd 
EACH MOVE BLENDING ; 
INTO THE NEXT IN A 
No FRIGHTENING DISPLAY & 
(\ OF DESTRUCTION. ji, 
ys HE'S DOING WHAT 
| \ HE DOES BEST... 
\ Y/ & 


y \ % \ 
y 1 ANO HAVING THE 
fe \ TIME OF HIS LIFE. 


A I'VE BEEN IN BETTER ROUGH- 
P HOUSES. THE ODDS HERE ARE 
ONLY THREE - TA-ONE-- MAKE 
THAT TWO-TA-ONE -- 


JON 
a 
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I DON'T KNOW! STAY j 


HE'S DOWN, COLE, AN’ HE J] | 
et BACK AND COVER ME! 4 


E 
AIN'T MOVIN’ J IS HE--7! 4 


BLAST! I'LL HAVE TO SHIFT SOME OF THESE CRATES 
TO GET A CLEAR SHOT. THAT’S BRINGING ME A LOT 
CLOSER TO WOLVERINE THAN I HAD IN MIND. 


STAY ALERT, 
SEN ! IF HE 
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I'M POSITIVE I HIT WOLVERINE 


. BUT AFTE 
H 


THAT WAS CLOSE -- ALMOST 
TOO CLOSE. IF 1 HADN'T SPUN 
AWAY WHEN THIS rae ag 
HIS BURST WOULD’A CUT ME 
IN TWO 'STEAD 0! SIMPLY 


CREASIN’ MY SIDE! 


HE'S SCARED-- CAN'T SAY AS I BLAME 
HIM, EITHER. “LET! S SEE IF J is T 
MAKE HIM FEEL WORSE. 


HEY, BUB, 


I KNO' 
WHAT YOU'RE 
THINKIN % 


ae) FIVE METERS Away FROM 
ME, AN’ I GOTA FULL CLIP 
OF AMMO IN MY RIFLE. 


AN’ FIVE METERS 0’ FLOOR. 
AIN’T MUCH DISTANCE AT 


UB, YY WOLVERINE'S CLAWS ARE 
ALL--FER ME. 


ADAMANTIUM, THE STRONGEST 


WHAT ARE You \j A I'VE MELLOWED SOME 
DOING?! STAY SINCE JOININ' THE X-MEN. 


BACK! 1 GIVE IN ‘THE OLD DAYS, I 
WOULDN'T HAVE GIVEN 


BE COOL, BUB, I AIN'T 
GONNA KILL YA. I AIN'T 
EVEN GONNA HURT YA-- 


ON THAT NOTE, LET'S SHIFT OUR SCENE TO AN UPSTAIRS B 
LIBRARY, WHERE WE FIND THOSE SELFSAME X-MEN -- 
COLOSSUS, NIGHTCRAWLER, STORM AND CYCLOPS-- il) 
CHAINED AND HELPLESS, THEIR MUTANT POWERS 
tysnv | 
8 Aas 
ee 


COMPLETELY NEUTRALIZED BY INHIBITOR FIELDS BUILT 
INTO THEIR MANACLES. "4 
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AMONG THOSE MEMBERS: THE BLACK QUEEN -- JEAN GREY, ONCE AN 
*-MAN UNTIL SHE WAS PSYCHICALLY SEDUCED INTO THE ENEMY CAMP BY 
JASON WYNGARDE, A MAN BETTER KNOWN TO US AS MASTERMIND, 


MUTANT MASTER OF ILLUS/ON. eee 


| 
HOEY. 
anh 


We 


z THE CHAIRMAN OF THE INNER CIRCLE 1S SEBASTIAN SHAW-- 
ALSO A MUTANT. BESIDE HIM STAND LELANO AND PIERCE; ONE A 
Y MUTANT, THE OTHER A CYBORG -- PART HUMAN, PART ROBOT. 


v, 
CONGRATULATIONS, " THIS KNAVE’S ARROGANCE IS 
WYNGARDE. WE 


DESPITE HIS PLEASANT U FOR THE MOMENT, 
MATCHED ONLY BY HIS AMBITION. WORDS, SHAW SUSPECTS HOWEVER, I INTEND 
noha THROUGH HIS PRECIOUS BLACK 


ME. BUT I WiLL DEAL TO FULLY ENJOY THE 
QUEEN, WYNGARDE THINKS TO WITH HIM -- AND FAR FRUITS OF MY 
EVENTUALLY SEIZE CONTROL OF THE SOONER THAN HE VICTORY. 
INNER CIRCLE. BUT IF HE THINKS EXPECTS. 
SEBASTIAN SHAW WILL BE AS EASY 
A CONQUEST AS THE X-MEN... 
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WYNGARDE AND THE BLACK QUEEN EMBRACE 
LIKE LONG-LOST LOVERS. WHEN THEY FINALLY 
PART, JEAN'S EYES ARE LIT WITH A CRUEL, 
WANTON PASSION SHE'S NEVER SHOWN BEFORE. 


\F 1 COULD SPEAK, 

WHAT NIGHTCRAWLER, 

HAVE THEY I'D TELL YOU. 
DONE TO 


= 
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THANKS TO MASTERMIND, JEAN Sf THIS “ANCESTOR” -- LADY JEAN GREY, 
BELIEVES SHE'S PHYSICALLY SHIFTING WIFE OF SIR JASON WYNGARDE -- 

IN TIME, RELIVING THE LIFE OFAN KNOWS NOTHING OF THE X-MEN. HER 
ee 18th CENTURY ANCESTOR. EVERY- ‘XY ALLEGIANCE JS TO THE HELLFIRE CLUB. 


FEELING SHE'LL D 
ECOND THOUGHT. 


l_ EXPECTED BETTER OF YOU. IN ALL THE IS THIS WHAT Y "BEAUTY ” -- THE --FLAUNTING MY 
YEARS YOU HAVE BEEN MY SLAVE, I YOU WANT, ENGLISH TRANSLATION HEADDRESS AND 
_ HAVE NEVER MISTREATED YOU. BEAUTY? THE OF MY ges ’ LOCKPICKS. 
ORO. 


re 
SOS 
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1 TRUSTED a _% ANZ 
YOU, ONLY y 
10 SEE THAT GODDESS, THERE'S | [ JEAN HAS MADE - 
TRUST SUCH... EVIL IN IT AN_INSULT, SHE'S 
BETRAYED. Be JEAN'S VOICE. TAUNTING ME -- 


YOU DARE SPEAK SO TO 
<—| ME, SLAVE 27! 1 AM NOT 


IF ONLY I COULD SEE! LOCKED 
INSIDE THIS RUBY QUARTZ 

HELMET, I CAN ONLY GUESS AT 
WHAT'S GOING ON! 


“T REMEMBER THE BUTTE NEAR IT'S WEIRD, HAVING YOUR 
ANGEL'S ARIZONA HOME -- A PSYCHOKINETIC TALENT HOLD BACK 
WEEK AGO.* JEAN WAS TELLING THE POWER OF MY OPTIC BLASTS. 
ME ABOUT HER TIMESLIPS AND 
RECENT, DRAMATIC UPSURGES l WANTED TO SEE 
IN HER POWER AS PHOENIX. YOUR FACE, ALL 
z = OF YQUR FACE. 


THE HELMET MAY NEUTRALIZE 
MY OPTIC BLASTS -- BUT NOT 
MY BRAIN ! 1 CAN'T PHYSICALLY 
ACT, BUT I CAN THINK £ 


~o 


NO. 1 SCOTT, I'D... 

LIKE TO 
ESTABLISH A PERMA- 
NENT RAPPORT -- A 
PSYCHIC BOND -- 
BETWEEN US. PART OF 
ME IN YOUR HEAD, PART 
OF YOU IN MINE. I 
KNOW I'M ASKING A 
LOT -- TOTAL SHARING, 
TOTAL INTIMACY, 
TOTAL ... TRUST. 


I'LL UNDER- 
STAND IF 
YOU SAY, NO. 


1 TRUST YOU'VE LEARNED YOUR 
LESSON, BEAUTY. DEFY ME-- AND THE 
HELLFIRE CLUB-- AT YOUR PERIL. 


Meo 
WW Nir 


JEAN -- MY DEAR FRIEND-- WHO- + AND THEN “CUSTOM 


EVER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR TRANS- 
FORMING YOU INTO THE BLACK 
QUEEN WILL PAY, WHATEVER IT 
COSTS, HOWEVER LONG IT TAKES. 
THIS, NIGHTCRAWLER SWEARS / 


AAI’ HERR SHAW -- A 
MGs PARDON MY ASK- 
ao) ING, BUT WHY 

‘€ A ARE WE X-MEN 
Prey STILL ALIVEZ 


THERE'S 
NO PROFIT 
IN SIMPLY 
KILLING YOU, 

HERR WAGNER. 


SUPER-POWERED MUTANTS 
ARE BECOMING COMMON- 
PLACE IN THE WORLD. IF 
MY ASSOCIATES ANDI 


CAN JSOLATE THE GENETIC 
QUIRK THAT CREATED US... 


BUILD”-- THROUGH 
GENETIC ENGINEERING -- 
MUTANTS AT WILL, THE 
POSSIBILITIES ARE... 
LIMITLESS. IN THAT 
QUEST, NIGHTCRAWLER, 
YOU X-MEN WILL BE 
OUR GUINEA PIGS. 


YOU KNOW-- 
IN_A_ SENSE, IT 
WOULD HAVE 
BEEN BETTER 


INTERLUDE: IT'S DAWN OVER MUIR ISLE, AND FOR 
ONCE THE SEA IS CALM AROUND THIS FORBIDDING, 
BARREN ROCK LOCATED JUST NORTH OF SCOTLAND'S 
SApE Wearh, ALL OF 500 MILES BELOW THE ARCTIC 


I'VE BEEN TRYIN’ 
T’ GET HER T' RES 


FEW DAYS SHE'S 
BEEN DRIVIN’ 
HERSELF HARDER 


BUT F'R THE eo 


THAN EVER. wcll 


MOIRA DARLIN’, 
FEEL UP TOA 
JOG “ROUND 
THE ISLAND? 


UGH-- 
DREADFUL 
THOUGHT. 


+ BANSHEE RETIRED FROM 
THE X-MEN BECAUSE OF 
INJURIES SUFFERED (N X-MEN 
AID -- JOURNALIST JIM. 


SEAN, LUV-- AS PHOENIX, JEAN REALIZED HER 
ULTIMATE POTENTIAL AS A PS!. SHE POSSESSED THE 
POWER OF A GOD, BUT ONLY THE EXPERIENCE 
AND AWARENESS OF A YOUNG WOMAN. 


WITH THAT TOTALITY 

OF POWER--I 

DOUBT ANYONE ON 
EARTH COULD. 


IN MANY WAYS, THE 

ISLAND MIRRORS 

THE PERSONA OF 

THE WOMAN WHO 

OWNS (T-- REMOTE, 

BEAUTIFUL, ELEMEN- 
N TAL, UNYIELOING. 


SHE HAS SOMEONE TO 
SHARE HER WORK AND 
HER LIFE-- SOMEONE 
SHE LOVES AND WHO 
LOVES HER. HIS NAME 
IS SEAN CASSIDY AND, 
AS THE BANSHEE, HE 
USED TO BE AN X-MAN. 


THE_SPIRIT IS WILLING, MY LOVE, 
BUT THE FLESH IS BEAT, 


SO, TO PROTECT ITSELF 
FROM ITSELF, HER MIND 
ENGAGED A SERIES OF 
PSYCHIC CIRCUIT 
BREAKERS THAT CUT 
HER POWER BACK TO 


1§ THERE 


XAVIER MADE 
OF JEAN IN 
NEW YORK. 


BUT, LATELY, SOMEONE-- 
OR SOMETHING -- HAS 
BEEN RELEASING THOSE 
BREAKERS. THERE ARE 
ALMOST NONE LEFT. 
JEAN'S ONCE MORE 


A LEVEL SHE COULD £-A TAPPING NEAR- INFINITE 
» ~-HANOLE. _~ POWER - LEVELS. 


INTERLUDE: A FULL MOON LIGHTS *e as ° Sam BUT f DOIT, 
THE STARK, RUGGED LANDSCAPE OF : ree ALL THE SAME. 
THE ARIZONA DESERT ALONG THE ve nt 

CONTINETAL DIVIDE. IT'S THE , e 7 

WITCHING HOUR -- MIDNIGHT-- . ‘ 4 ~™ % § 

AND THE HIGH-FLYING ANGEL (S Mas * 4 es age , , 

INDULGING IN A BIT OF EXERCISE, . : A 


THE SKY ALWAYS CLEARS My SQ 
HEAD, RESTORES MY SENSE OF 
PERSPECTIVE. IT'S MY ELEMENT, 
MY TRUE... HOME. AT TIMES LIKE 
THIS, I HATE HAVING TO 
RETURN TO EARTH. 


AS WARREN WORTHINGTON IZ -- HE'S ALITTLE DISAPPOINTED WHEN HE PROFESSOR, YOU'VE BEEN 
RETIRED X-MAN -- DIVES ee FINDS NONE. ON EDGE EVER SINCE 
OU! LET, : a 


* CYCLOPS TOOK THE X-MEN 
TO NEW YORK TO CONFRONT 
THE HELLFIRE CLUB. 


AWAITING HIM 
ON THE VERANDA 
1S THE X-MEN'S 
FOUNDER -- THEIR 
TEACHER AND 
MENTOR -- 
PROFESSOR 
CHARLES 
XAVIER. 


EVENING, 
: PROFESSOR. 
.. SEARCHING FOR ig 
ANYTHING OUT OF 
THE ORDINARY, 
THE MEREST HINT 
OF TROUBLE. 


HE HAD GOOD REASON. IF | 1 SHOULD BE WITH THE w 1 FOUND 1 RESENTEO IT. ANDO HIM. 
THE TEAM IS FOLLOWING A X-MEN: ANGEL --MONITOR- THAT RESENTMENT CAUSED ME TO 
FALSE LEAD, THEN NO HARM'S | ING THEIR PROGRESS, MAKE SOME TERRIBLE 
DONE. IF THEY HIT PAYDIRT-- AIDING THEM IN BATTLE AS 


MISTAKES, ANGEL. 
I DID WITH THE ORIGINAL 
TROUBLE -- YOU'LL BE SAFE, E 


FREE TO CARRY ON 
THE FIGHT. 


1 FEEL SO,,, HELPLESS! ay” FROM, THE BEGINNING, 

STILL CANNOT RE-ESTABLISH MY I'VE TRAINED CYCLOPS TO 
MENTAL RAPPORT WITH THE TEAM. TAKE MY PLACE AS LEADER 
1 WON'T KNOW WHAT'S HAPPENING OF THE X-MEN. BUT WHEN 
TO THEM UNTIL IT'S TOO LATE ! A. THAT DAY FINALLY CAME... 


OMINOUS WORDS -- WHOSE MEANING WiLL SOON BECOME APPARENT. BUT FIRST, IT'S TIME TO RETURN TO THE 
HELLFIRE CLUB, WHERE WE FIND THAT INSTITUTION'S ANNIVERSARY PARTY -- ATTENDED BY SOME OF THE 
WEALTHIEST, MOST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE IN AMERICA, IF NOT THE WORLD-- STILL GOING STRONG, 


"HOW'S THE W BETTER ” IT TOOK_US A WEEK TO SET- UP, 
y CHAMPAGNE THAN MY | FOR THIS SHINDIG, AND !T'S GOING 
a eee FEET, LOU. 2 TO Ue ee TO 


DELIVER THIS TRAY ; KELLY -- THE THERE'S A TIME 
TO SENATOR KELLY'S | PRESIDENTIAL a FER SCRAPPIN 
PARTY. WE'RE CANDIDATE? 1 N AN A TIME FER 
SUPPOSED TO GIVE DION'T KNOW HE ff BEIN’ SNEAKY. 
HIM SPECIAL WAS A MEMBER SOUNDS LIKE  « 


ATTENTION, OF THE CLUB. THE COAST 1S 


CLEAR -- “BOUT 

TIME, TOO! MAIN 

FLOOR, EV’RYBODY 
OUT. 


Q 


USIN' THIS 
DUMBWAITER TA 
GET OUTTA THE 
BASEMENT WASN'T, 
A BAD IDEA--THAT 
WAY, I BYPASS ALL 
THE GUARDS. 


ea 


ee 


EITHER WAY, * 
X 


SSS WOLVERINE'S THE 
Gin 


BEST THERE IS. AN 


THAT GOON I QUESTIONED WASN'T no & THE ONLY WAY I'M GONNA 
MUCH HELP-- SO I'VE BEEN <4) GET UPSTAIRS IS BY CUTTIN’ 
FOLLOWIN'’ NIGHTCRAWLER'S SCENT. LNI{ STRAIGHT ACROSS THIS 
I'M STARTIN' TO PICK UP TRACES 0° d Wil} DANCE FLOOR.AN' I DON’T 
THE OTHER X-MEN, AS WELL. . / y il THINK I'M GONNA BE ABLE 

. j . ee TA.DO THAT WITHOUT 
Ph MAKIN’ A FUSS. 


TROUBLE IS, 
THEY'RE LEADIN' 
ME UP TA THE 
SECOND FLOOR, 
AN' MY DUMB- 
WAITER DON'T 
GO THAT HIGH. 


JEAN'S FLIRTING WITH 

THEM ALL. MASTER- 

MIND’'S GIVEN HER 
THE INSTINCTS OF 


BUT I _CAN'T-- 
I DAREN’T-- 


QUEEN, I { THINK ABOUT 


LIKE THAT. 


I'M GLAD, 
SQUIRE 

LELAND. I 
LIKE YOU. 


EITHER THAT, OR I'M GOING 
CRAZY. I'M NOT JEAN OR 
PROFESSOR X-- I'VE NEVER TRIED 
A STUNT LIKE THIS BEFORE. FOR 
ALL I KNOW, I COULD BE 
IMAGINING EVERYTHING. 


I'VE GOT TO THINK 
POSITIVELY ! NO WAY 
MY IMAGINATION. 
COULD COME UP WITH 
A PLACE AS 
WEIRD AS THIS. 


IF I CAN REACH JEAN 

THROUGH OUR PRIVATE 

RAPPORT, MAYBE I CAN 

SHATTER THE TIMESLIP 

ILLUSION MASTERMIND 
HAS CREATED. 


FOR A LONG TIME -- TO 
CYCLOPS, AN ETERNITY-- 
NOTHING HAPPENS. AND 
THEN... 
THE FACE 
MASK --!T'S GONE ! 
I'M WEARING MY 
VISOR AGAIN -- 
1 CAN SEE ! 


IT'S A LONGSHOT, CYCLOPS 
KNOWS -- AN ALL-OR- 
NOTHING GAMBIT, BUT HE 
HAS NO ALTERNATIVE, 


THE ROOM ~ THE 
OTHERS -- HAVE 
9 9OQ oSAPPEARED. I MUST 
BE ON WHAT JEAN 
CALLS THE 
“ASTRAL PLANE.” 


I'VE MADE 
IT THIS FAR -- 


WHAT-- 785 MY “MY UNIFORM’S 


CLOTHES / 
SORT OF REVOLUTION- 
ARY WAR OUTFIT £ 


THAT DOOR-- APPEARING OUT OF 
NOWHERE -- IT'S THE ENTRANCE 
TO THE HELLFIRE CLUB ¢ 


SNAPPING JEAN OUT OF 

MASTERMIND'S SPELL 

ISN'T GOING TO BE AS 
EASY AS 1 THOUGHT. 


SHE'S MAKING ME CONFORM TO THE 
BOGUS, I@th-CENTURY REALITY OF HER 
TIMESLIPS. I DIDN'T ANTICIPATE THAT 

HIS CONTROL OF HER WOULD BE SO COMPLETE. 


STILL-- JEAN GREY IS THE DO I KNOW YOU, SIRZ 
WOMAN I LOVE. I'M THE r YOUR VOICE 1S STRANGELY 
MAN SHE LOVES. THAT SS FAMILIAR, BUT YOUR 
HAS TO COUNT FOR GARB MARKS YOU AS AN 
SOMETHING. AMERICAN REBEL, KING 
GEORGE'S ENEMY -- 
AND MINE. 


TRY TO 
REMEMBER--! 
I'M SCOTT 

SUMMERS. 


ESSED 
AS THE BLACK 


p QUEEN-- THAT'S 
Ff __‘\ Noreen. 


WE'RE LOVERS, YOU AND. 
1-- AND WE'RE X-MEN. 


YOU'RE WASTING B BEGONE FROM THIS IS IMPOSSIBLE! MASTERMIND HAS NO 
YOUR TIME, BOY. 7 THIS PLACE, PS!-POWERS--~ HE CASTS SOPHISTICATED 
P J SIRRAH -- OR ILLUSIONS, NOTHING MORE -- HOW COULD HE 
MY HUSBAND HAVE LEARNED OF JEAN'S AND MY RAPPORT? 
WILL CUT YOU 
DOWN WHERE MORE IMPORTANTLY, 
YOU STAND. HOW DID HE TAKE 
CONTROL OF IT?! 


I'VE NO CHOICE -- 
IF I’M TO FREE 
JEAN, 1 HAVE TO 
FIGHT HIM, ON 
HIS TURF, ON 
HIS TERMS. 


EN GARDE, OHO! THE STRIPLING BARES HIS 
"SIR JASON”! FANGS AND IMITATES THE ACTION 
OF THE TIGER. 


POOR BOY-- 
YOU'VE PLAYED RIGHT 
INTO MY HANDS! 


THEN, SHE WILL TRULY 
BE MINE-- BODY AND 


I'VE KNOWN OF YOUR PRECIOUS LET THAT VY WHEN I SLAY YOU IN 


RAPPORT FROM THE MOMENT IT WAS REMAIN MY THIS DUEL, YOUR 
ESTABLISHED. I KNEW YOU'D TRY SECRET, RAPPORT--JEAN GREY'S SOUL ! TOGETHER, WE 
JO REACH JEAN THROUGH !T._IN CYCLOPS. FINAL LINK WITH THE Perens alge THE 


X-MEN AND THE 
VIRTUOUS LIFE SHE 
ONCE LED-- 


FACT, I WAS COUNTING ON YOU 
DOING PRECISELY THAT ! 


YOU'VE ~ 7 _— —_ 


MINO'S FAVOR. HE 
KNOWS HOW TO 
USE A SWORD. 

I DON'T. 


VERY NICE MOVE, I_ WENT FOR BROKE THAT TIME, 

CYCLOPS -- SWITCHING AND HE PARRIED MY ATTACK 
EASILY. HE'S TOYING WITH US, 

POSITIVE HE CAN KILL ME 


THROW ME OFF y WHENEVER HE FEELS 
‘T. 


BALANCE, 


IS 
UNFORTUNATELY-- “ae 
AS 


NOT QUICKLY ENOUGH na 
Ce 
TO SAVE YOU. ECL Y 


HANDS ON Your } vZ I { BUB, WHERE 
* FE ' oS Ly ‘ ) “FAST MOVES” 
au |= : Ws ARE CONCERNED-- 


Aya Cee PT STAY OUTTA MY 
ener =) on WAY -- AN’ ¥, 


ao YWAY- 
ae gs, WON'T GET HURTS F 


aes 
I 


ANOTHER COSTUMEDMANIAC -- HOLD IT, MISTER! ) COME PEACEABLY, LITTLE 
WHAT'S HAPPENING HERE?! THIS 1S'AS FAR _4 MAN, OR IN PIECES-- YOUR 
AS YOU GO! _ CHOICE. 

ae & cough QIN & S ] = 


"§ THE “ 
VICE? cs _./ f 
YA_WANT ME, BUB, THEN VW 

COME AN‘ GET ME -- 


JHE ODDS AGAINST WOLVERINE START OUT 
BAD, AND QUICKLY GET WORSE --AND HE 
SOON DISAPPEARS BENEATH A VERITABLE 
AVALANCHE OF COSTUMED, CLUB - 
WIELDING BODIES. 


THEY MIGHT BE "INNER CIRCLE” MERCENARIES -- 

BUT THEY MIGHT ALSO BE LEGIT CLUB EMPLOYEES, OR 
RENT-A- COPS, OR EVEN SECRET SERVICE. CARVIN’ 'EM 
UP COULD CREATE MORE HASSLES THAN IT SOLVES. 


WHILE, ON THE ASTRAL PLANE -- HIS CONSCIOUSNESS IF I WERE A 
SUSPENDED } BETWEEN His (MIND AND JEAN'S -- pao lie tle iecalel 
COTT SU, ISN'T FARING MUCH BETTER. ' 
E CERES ALLOW YOU TO 
NO MATTER HOW HARD I TRY, MASTERMIND SURRENDER, BUT 
KEEPS PUSHING ME BACK ON THE DEFENSIVE. NM NO 
THE MENTAL STRAIN IS TERRIFIC -- IT'S 


IA uf 
CHIVALROUS. 
AFFECTING MY golive FORM LIKE 
E. 


I'M TIRING, SLOWING DOWN -- WHILE MASTER- 
MIND !S AS FAST, AS SURE OF HIMSELEY AS EVER. 


AND OUR 
DUEL WAS -- 


ns 


TO 


GREAT CRY AND 
COLLAPSED! 


MY FRIENDS 
WHAT 
HAPPENED ?! 
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